[Intrastromal keratorhexis with the Nd:YAG laser--a possible method of refractive surgery?].
A new method of refractive corneal surgery is presented. With the q-switched Nd:YAG-laser Visulas (Zeiss-Oberkochen) we succeed in altering the optical power of the cornea of rabbits, pigs and humans. The number of applied laser spots and the distribution pattern influence the way and the amount of change of refraction. The method, clinical and histological features, complications and prospects of the Nd: YAG laser keratorhexis are described.